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History 

Between 2000 and 2010, Rotary Clubs from 

around the United States partnered with local 

Rotary clubs in the Danli area of Honduras to 

install bio-sand water filters in homes. 

Approximately 7,000 filters were installed at 

a total cost of about $250,000. 

During this same period, an NGO (non-

governmental organization) named World 

Resources Group, based out of Florida, was 

finding success with a community center in 

the small village of Linaca (about 12 miles 

from Danli), providing a safe 

place for children and adults to 

go for tutoring, mentoring, 

nutrition, and basic medical 

attention. Because of the 

center’s success at keeping 

children in school, by 2011 it 

found itself in need of the 

resources to send 54 more 

children to Danli to attend 

middle and high school (up 

from six children the prior 

year). Without an influx of 

funds, this wasn’t going to 

happen, meaning the children 

would likely retire from 

education and go to work as 

subsistence farmers, continuing 

the generational cycle of 

ignorance and poverty. 

. . . Enter the Edgerton and Stoughton 

Rotary Clubs of Wisconsin, with assistance 

from District 6250 (contributing $2,500, 

$2,500, and $3,000, respectively, with added 

funds of $5,000 from a private donor): In 

2011, these groups sponsored an innovative 

program to award scholarships to those 

children who would accept training and then 

visit the already-installed water filters in the 

area to determine which ones were working 

properly and to perform routine maintenance 

on them. This yearlong effort, which involved 

all 60 school children, revealed that roughly 

one quarter of the water filters had operational 

deficiencies due to insufficient instruction 

during installation and/or an ongoing lack of 

attention. 

In 2012, the program expanded to include 

three more Rotary clubs (Escondido Sunrise 

in California, Castlegar in British Columbia, 

and Tegucigalpa in Honduras), a second 

Rotary District (Escondido in California), 

another NGO (Pure Water for the World), and 

Rotary International, which awarded the 

project $33,375 as a Future Vision Plan pilot 

program. Enrollment for school scholarships 

jumped to 130 children and young adults, and 

the training expanded to include much more 

than just surveying and regenerating water 

filters. By this point, the students were 

learning to install new ones, test the water 

quality, make repairs, and most importantly, 

train the homeowners in the proper use and 

care of the appliance. 



As the program and its Rotary funding 

levels have grown (from $13,000 in 2011 to 

$81,000 in 2012), the question of longevity to 

our commitment has moved to the fore. How 

many years must we persist in our support 

before a more local set of leaders sees the 

value of the work and steps in to perform it? 

What will the current ten university students 

in our program, who now serve as team 

leaders to the younger students, do when they 

graduate in a few years? We believe the next 

five years will clarify the efficacy and term of 

our presence. In the meantime, every year we 

stay the course and fund this project is 

another year we invest in the health, 

education, and clean water of a new 

generation of young people in Honduras. 

Plans for 2014 through 2016 

The Edgerton and Danli Rotary Clubs are 

currently looking for 8 to 10 other clubs 

willing to join them in a three year 

commitment to fund this project. It is hoped 

that each club will contribute $3,000 to 

$5,000 per year, and in so doing, capture the 

matching funds available through Rotary 

International. The anticipated needs for the 

next three years are $110,000 (2014), 

$120,000 (2015), and $130,000 (2016). 

 

 

 

 

 

 


